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Development Bank Annual Meeting Continues 


Account Deficit Increase Reported 


AB2505141995 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The African Development 
Bank, ADB, has been asked to mobilize the abundant 
resources available to it for the development of the 
continent. The Nigerian leader, General Sani Abacha, 
made the appeal yesterday while declaring open the 
31st annual general meeting of the bank in Abuja. Gen. 
Abacha also called on African leaders to demonstrate 
the political will to tackle the economic odds facing the 
continent. 


In another developinent, a report by the ADB says 
Africa’s current account deficit has increased from $10.1 
billion in 1993 to $15 billion in 1994. The report 
attributed the increase to the trade imbalance and high 
external debts which had absorbed 35.4 percent of the 
1994 export earnings, compared to less than 29 percent 
in 1993. The report also noted that Africa’s economic 
performance in 1994 has continued to be weakened and 
constrained by increases of political instability and weak 
internal product structures. 


Elections Deadlock; Interim Head To Be Chosen 


AB2505215095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] After three rounds of balloting, 
the new president of African Development Bank [ADB] 
is yet to emerge from the presidential elections at the 
annual meeting of the bank in Abuja. Correspondent 
Lolla Lakije reports that the tension that has pervaded 
the meeting in anticipation of the election reached a 
peak just before the voting began and heightened with 
each balloting. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 1 


[Begin Lakije recording] The election was scheduled 
for 9 o'clock this morning, but was moved to 12:30 to 
allow some countries that wanted to vote but whose dues 
were not paid up, a prerequisite for voting, go and pay 
their dues. The first round of voting saw Nigeria with 
16.30 percent of the total votes, trailing Lesotho which 
had 37.12 percent, and Morocco which had 28.17. The 
positioning remained the same after the second round, 
but Nigeria lost one percentage point while Lesotho 
gained five and Morocco gained six. 


The Ugandan candidate withdrew his candidacy at this 
point and the election was adjourned for what Nigeria's 
finance minister, Chief Anthony Ani, called high-level 
negotiations. When they reconvened, the third round of 
voting was held. Nigeria gained .08 percentage points, 
but still remained third behind Morocco and Lesotho, 
which gained a little over four percentage points each. 
Mauritania’s candidate also withdrew at this point. 


At the time of this report, voting was still going on; but 
going on by what had already transpired and the look 
on the faces of Nigerian officials, it will take a lot of 
negotiating to turn the tide in Nigeria’s favor. That is 
something observers here believe will not be impossible 
to do. The final result is however not expected until 
later tonight. Meanwhile, nothing is being said about the 
election of executive directors which was also sche iuled 
to take place today but it is believed that election will 
hold tomorrow. [end recording] 


Lolla has just called from Abuja to report that the ADB 
has now decided that an interim president should be 
chosen to run the affairs of the bank. This follows a 
stalemate after five rounds of balloting. Elections to pick 
a substantive president are scheduled to hold in Abuja 
in six months. But tomorrow, the bank’s governors will 
meet to choose the interim president. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Burundi 


Calm Restored to Bujumbura After 3 Days’ Unrest 


EA2505114595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] After three nights of grenade 
explosions, the capital has just passed the night peace- 
fully, or rather almost peacefully. According to a source 
close to the Cibitoke locational administration [on the 
outskirts of Bujumbura town], some gunfire was heard 
between Kinama and Kamenge [northern Bujumbura] a 
few minutes after midnight. However, on the whole the 
night was calm. 


Officials Request More Equal Aid Discribution 


EA2505192295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 25 May 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] According to a press commu- 
nique from the Muyinga governor, in the framework of 
the week of reflection between 22 and 27 May 1995 for 
officia's of nongovernmental organizations [NGO's] and 
other UN organizations on assistance missions in Bu- 
rundi, a meeting between officials of the organizations 
Operating in the northern part of the country, particu- 
larly Muyinga Province, and officials of the provincial 
administration and other cadres working in Muyinga, 
was held on 23 May. 


The purpose of the meeting was to provide information 
on the fundamental principles for the implementation of 
NGOs’ assistance missions and to hold discussions on 
daily rroblems especially in security matters. 


Froii (** discussions the following points were noted: 
The ass. tance missions of the NGO's and UN organi- 
zations are channeled exclusively toward the Rwandan 
refugees, to the detriment of Burundian disaster victims, 
those displaced and repatriated people who, neverthe- 
less, have the same need for assistance and have been 
affected by the same basic causes. 


This could be a source of difficulties, including inse- 
curity, for the officials belonging to the organizations, 
UNHCR, World Food Program, CARE. It was espe- 
cially requested with emphasis tha: [words indistinct] 
so that the distribution of food to Burundian disaster 
victims be resumed as soon as possible. 


Second, as the problems of security for the refugees, 
NGO personnel and their property is a source of con- 
cern, Burundian Administration officials and security 
force officials issued reassurances on condition that the 
climate of trust and dialogue be promoted between the 
various parties. On that point, a perfect understanding 
was noted. The communique was issued in Muyinga. 
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Congo 


Opposition FDU Issues Statement Against Regime 


AB2405183895 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 24 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Congo, the United Demo- 
cratic Forces [Forces Democratiques Unies, FDU] have 
gone to war against President Pascal Lissouba’s regime. 
In a new statement issued in Brazzaville, the capital, this 
morning, they have accused him of increasingly threat- 
ening the opposition leaders. Correspondent Bienvenue 
Boudimbou has the details from Brazzaville: 


[Begin Boudimbou recording] Despite the complaint 
which Brigadier General Daniel Mabika, chief of De- 
fense Staff, Congolese Armed Forces [FAC], lodged 
against FDU Chairman Lekounzou Iti Ossetoumba for 
libel and slander, Lekounzou has refused to back down. 
In a statement issued in the capital this morning, the 
FDU chairman, strongly restated that the regime contin- 
ues to track down its opponents to annihilate them. The 
opposition’s radical wing has taken to task Christophe 
Moukoueke, secretary general of the Pan-African Union 
for Social Democracy, who allegedly stated recently 
in a television program that former President Denis 
Sassou-Nguesso is in rebellion against the Republic in 
his hometown. By saying so, he meant that the former 
head of state must be made to face the same lot he meted 
out to the late Captain Pierre Anga who was killed in 
1988. According to the FDU, this statement has uncov- 
ered the regime’s intentions. They, therefore, drew the 
president of the Republic’s attention to, quote, the se- 
riousness of the national situation, the social fabric of 
which is increasingly unraveling day by day, unquote. 
According to the same source, Mr. Sassou-Nguesso’s 
political group has undertaken to combat any warmon- 
gering and anti-constitutional government. 


All this is happening at a time when leaflets with contra- 
dictory information are increasing in the city, announc- 
ing, among other things, the formation of a secret lib- 
eration Army aimed at foiling Operation Comet, the al- 
leged extermination plan hatched against the opposition 
by Brig. Gen. Mabika, FAC chief of Defense Staff. [end 
recording] 


Rwanda 


Only ‘Obvious’ Genocide Suspects To Be Arrested 


EA2505204395 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) The Rwandan judiciary is eager 
to function properly. That said, a decision has been 
made to stop temporarily the arrest of those presumed 
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to be guilty of genocide, except where the person's 
involvement has been obvious. 


This is what Interior Minister Seth Sendashonga told 
the security council of Gitarama [central Rwanda] 
prefecture yesterday. He said the decision was made 
after the closure of the Gikongoro camps for displaced 


people. 


Minister Says Prisons Overcrowded, Inmates Dying 


EA2605104095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
0515 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The minister of inter- 
nal affairs and communal development, Mr. Seth 
Sendashonga, yesterday said that the Government 
of Rwanda will stop arresting people suspected of 
committing genocide. The minister explained that at the 
moment all prisons are overcrowded. [passage omitted] 
He further said that the inmates are now dying in large 
numbers due to suffocation. Of late, many suspected 
criminals have been arrested following the closure of 
Kibeho camp, thus making the prisons full beyond 
Capacity. 


Zaire 


Ebola Death Toll Stable; Origin Probed 


AB2505182695 Paris AFP in English 
1759 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa, May 25 (AFP) — 
The deadly Ebola virus appeared tc be marking time 
Thursday [25 May] while medical experts continued 
investigations to find the origin of the disease, which 
has claimed 108 lives in the Kikwit region. 


Catholic missionaries in radio contact with colleagues in 
the interior said one "suspect" case had been identified 
overnight Wednesday in Idiofa, 80 kilometres (50 miles) 
east of Kikwit. The woman had fallen ill after going to 
Kikwit to care for her mother, who has since died, the 
missionaries said. 


The suspected case caused panic in the village, with 
residents fleeing the area around the victim’s home, they 
said. Catholic missionaries stationed elsewhere around 
the country reported no new cases Thursday. 


CENTRAL AFRICA 3 


In Kikwit itself, "the general feeling is that the epi- 
demic is continuing,” according to the Belgian branch 
of Medicins sans Frontiers (Doctors without Borders, 
MSF). MSF has rushed experts to the city, 550 kilome- 
ters (320 miles) east of the Zairian capital Kinshasa, to 
help in reorganising the general hospital where most of 
the Ebola victims are being kept in isolation. Dysentary 
and malaria had also broken out around the city, MSF 
said. 


The crisis committee set up by the government to 
deal with the outbreak decided to step up surveillance 
in the capital Kinshasa, a committee member told 
AFP Thursday. The new surveillance measures include 
the setting up of 35 "contact centres" around the 
city to welcome anyone showing symptoms similar to 
that of the virus, Hubert Mwamba said. Doctors will 
immediately examine the ill people and decide whether 
they should be transferred to isolation centres or allowed 
to return to their homes, Mwamba said. 


The committee has also decided to increase from one to 
five the number of quarantine centres around the city. 


No Ebola cases have yet been detected in Kinshasa. 
However, three suspected cases have been isolated. 


"The fact that the committee has reinforced the epidemi- 
ological surveillance does not signify the existence of 
any confirmed cases of the Ebola virus in Kinshasa," 
Mwamba said. "It is simply a preventive measure,” he 
added. 


The World Health Organisation (WHO) on Wednesday 
updated the toll of the Ebola fever outbreak in Zaire to 
108 dead, and said that six of the seven newly reported 
victims had died between January and March, when the 
virus appears to have been quietly active. 


A WHO spokesman, Philippe Stroot, said the reports 
of deaths that occurred several months ago had come 
in from outlying villages in the Kikwit region. He was 
unable to say how the health authorities had determined 
with certainty that the deaths were indeed from the 
Ebola virus. | 


WHO had previously said that the first death in the 
Ebola outbreak occurred in late March. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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4 EAST AFRICA 


Ethiopia 


Police Head: Rights Violation Reports ‘Baseless’ 


EA2505193695 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 
1630 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The police commissioner, Mr. 
Hasan Shifa, has denied as baseless reports of human 
rights violations including tortures and mistreatment of 
prisoners. He said anyone [word indistinct] to know the 
conditions of inmates can visit the prisons. 


In an exclusive interview in connection with the fourth 
anniversary of the overthrow of the Dergue regime, Mr. 
Hasan Shifa, chief of police and prison administration, 
said accusations made by some human rights group were 
baseless as the police force were discharging its respon- 
sibilities according to the rule of law. Commissioner 
Hasan said the basis of the allegations was fictitious re- 
ports by opposition parties aimed at denting the demo- 
cratic trend which failed to reverse by force. 


Kenya 


President Moi Warns Foreigners ‘Not To Meddle’ 


EA2505170695 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1300 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today said that there is no way a 
foreigner would participate in this country’s politics, 
noting that Kenyans should be left alone to run their 
own affairs. 


President Moi pointed out that, all along, foreigners in 
the country have conducted business peacefully without 
interfering with the country’s politics. But, he however 
cautioned that those who do so shall not be given a free 
hand. 


The head of state called on all foreigners in the country 
to respect and obey the laws of the country adding that, 
although Kenya was a generous country that welcomes 
people from all over the world, the government will not 
turn a blind eye to any sort of provocation, noting that 
the former director of Kenya Wildlife Service, KWS, 
Mr. Richard Leakey, has said the government and the 
opposition lacked credibility. President Moi wondered 
whether Leakey himself had any. He said Mr. Leakey 
had failed as the KWS director and was now introducing 
immature and misleading politics in the country. 


The president was speaking at the Jomo Kenyatta 
International Airport shortly after he arrived from a two- 
day official visit from the Sudan. President Moi further 
said that foreigners in the country were welcomed in 
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the country to do business but not to meddle with the 
nation’s politics. The head of state pointed out that 
Kenyans should be left alone to run their own affairs 
as they knew what is best for them. He reiterated 
that no one was above the law and wondered how a 
member of parliament who is one of the lawmakers 
could actually lead foreign journalists to a police station 
to take photographs of the station knowing very well 
that it is against the law. 


President Moi, at the same time, maintained that 
Raila Odinga of FORD [Forum for the Restoration 
of Democracy]-Kenya was liaising with some Italians 
in the country to cause chaos and noted he was 
well-informed on the facts. The president called on 
wananchi [citizens] to continue living in harmony and 
cautioned those who are out to create chaos that stern 
action will be taken in accordance with the laws of the 
country. [passage omitted] 


Leakey Returns From Europe, Dismisses 
Accusations 


EA2505192095 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Dr. Richard Leakey yes- 
terday brushed off criticism and accusations levelled 
against him and said he will not be distracted from the 
announced plans to form a new party. 


Dr. Leakey, a high-profile conservationist, dismissed the 
attacks as “cheap politics". "I am an honest man and 
therefore replying to those who have soiled my name 
regarding the new party would be stooping too low,” he 
said. 


Dr. Leakey was speaking to the NATION at his resi- 
dence, at Ilmasin in Olchoronyori sub-location, Kajiado 
District, eight hours after arriving from Europe. 


The former director of Kenya Wildlife Service said it 
was the policy of the proposed party not to jump into 
issues “just because they have been said". 


Further, he said he had just arrived from a "busy trip 
abroad" and needed time to catch up with what had been 
going on before deciding on the next move. 


Asked whether he had tried to solicit for funds abroad 
for the proposed party, he replied: "My trip was only to 
take my artificial legs to be adjusted and at no time did 
I talk about Kenya’s politics there." [passage omitted] 
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Moi Clarifies Accusations for Italian Government 


EA2505204095 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi has clarified that the Italian Govern- 
ment was not implicated in the scheme to destabilize 
the Kenya Government. In a statement issued from 
State House, Nairobi this evening President Moi said 
at no time had he named the Italian Government 
aS a conspirator in the anti-Kenya plot hatched by 
opposition MP Raila Odinga in collaboration with some 
Malindi-based italians. 


The president said Kenya and Italy have enjoyed cordial 
relations that have been characterized by trust and 
mutual respect. 


Somalia 


Vessels Warned To ‘Keep Away’ From Port 


EA2605102095 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A joint committee running the 
port and airport tonight warned all ships and boats to 
keep away from the port and its vicinity for security 
reasons. The committee has also informed the port’s 
management to stop its activities until the existing 
anomalies concerning the smooth-running of the port are 
sorted out. The committee finally reminds ship and boat 
owners that they are to blame if they do not keep away 
from the Mogadishu coastline, and anything happens to 
them. 


Uganda 


Danish Minister Urges Democratization for Aid 


EA2505163995 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
25 May 95 p8 


[By Dan Eiwana: "Denmark Unhappy With Uganda’s 
No-Party Status") 


EAST AFRICA 5 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Danish international coop- 
eration minister, Poul Nielson, told reporters in Kam- 
pala yesterday that, although Denmark is satisfied with 
Uganda’s aid programmes, a no-party democracy will 
not be acceptable to donors in the long term. 


“Uganda has to enhance the confidence of the outside 
world by moving in the right direction in the develop- 
ment of democracy in order to attract donor support," he 
said after a review of Danish funded programmes in the 
country and the future of Danish aid to Uganda. "I will 
impress upon the donor community on this point. But 
if there is a positive dynamic element in the no-party 
system it will be supported,” he said. 


Denmark is a leading aid provider to Uganda and 
commits an annual 250 million Danish krone to various 
sectors of the economy ranging from health care to the 
democratization process. 


The Danish minister said his country has no blue-print 
on how Uganda should organize its Constitution, but a 
new process in democratization is important. 


Asked whether Denmark has a particular position on 
the current political debate in the country, Mr. Nielson 
said, despite his country’s involvement in the funding 
of the democratization process in Uganda, there is 
no special position on influencing the outcome of the 
current political debate. 


He added however, "Denmark has a right to voice its 
opinion as a partner in development". [The] Danish 
minister said he was impressed by the ruling [as 
published] of the Danish funded programmes in the 
country which he described as "working well". [passage 
omitted] 
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KwaZulu/Natal Leaves Intergovernmental Forum 


MB2505133995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1306 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ulundi May 25 SAPA — 
KwaZulu/Natal has suspended its participation in the In- 
tergovernmental Forum following several disagreements 
on the forum’s handling of the rationalisation of powers 
between national and provincial governments. 


This was announced by KwaZulu/Natal Premier Dr 
Frank Mdlalose in a statement released on Wednesday. 
The forum is a voluntary association of premiers and 
national government ministers. 


Mr Mdlalose said the suspension would remain in force 
until further notice, adding that the province would 
consider taking its case to the Constitutional Court to 
protect the autonomy he said it was entitled to under 
the interim constitution. 


He said his decision was due to the forum’s "failure 
to commence the agreed upon international mediation" 
intended to determine the degree of autonomy to be 
granted to KwaZulu/Natal. 


The province’s specific complaints about the forum 
included its failure to hand over administration of the 
Ingonyama Trust Act, Dr Mdlalose said. 


It had further failed to hand over administration of other 
important legislation related to forestry, education, trade 
and commerce, water affairs, and gambling. 


Mr Mdlalose said KwaZulu/Natal’s withdrawal from 
the forum should be seen in the context of threats by 
President Nelson Mandela to cut central government 
funding to the province. He said he was prepared to 
re-examine his decision to withdraw if circumstances 
changed. 


Consultations and relations with the central government 
and other provinces would meanwhile continue through 
normal channels. 


Mr Madlalose said the KwaZulu/Natal government was 
considering a programme of legislation and government 
action to foster federalism, pluralism and democracy. 


ANC ‘Shocked’ by Withdrawal 


MB2605075995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC says it is shocked by 
KwaZulu/Natal’s decision to suspend its participation 
in the Intergovernmental Forum. It is the forum’s 
task, it says, to iron out problems between provinces 
and the central government, or between the provinces 
themselves. 
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The ANC’s Mr. Dumisani Mkhayi says it is alarming 
that Premier Frank Mdlalose took the decision without 
consulting his cabinet colleagues. He added that the 
KwaZulu/Natal government was not representing the 
IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] in the Intergovernmental 
Forum, but all the people of the province. 


Mr. Mkhayi said party concerns had to be resolved 
through bilateral or multiparty talks, and not through 
withdrawal from governmental structures. 


Ramaphosa Vows To Meet June Constitution 
Deadline 


MB2505195295 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in English 1800 GMT 25 May 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] A draft constitution in all 
11 languages by the end of next month — that’s 
the deadline the Constitutional Assembly [CA] has 
promised to meet. But the draft could be rejected by 
one of the main players in the government of national 
unity. Ronel van Zyl has the story. 


[Begin recording] [Van Zyl] Since its establishment a 
year ago today, the Constitutional Assembly and its 
substructures have had the awesome task of writing 
the final constitution, a document that must reflect the 
wishes of all South Africans. Hundreds of hours were 
taken up in working through every clause of the interim 
constitution, suggestions from the public, workshops, 
hearings, and public meetings. Public reaction was 
encouraging. Over 20,000 submissions were received 
from political parties, organizations, and individuals. 
Substantive discussions on the constitution, however, 
started only recently. 


Presenting the CA’s first annual report in Cape Town 
today, Chairperson Cyril Ramaphosa said he was confi- 
dent the deadline for a draft constitution, June the 30th, 
would be met, with or without the Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP]. The IFP, demanding international media- 
tion on outstanding constitutional issues, has boycotted 
the CA since April. 


[Ramaphosa] We are bound to conclude our work by 
May of next year. We cannot move outside that time 
schedule, unless there is a constitutional amendment. 


[Van Zyl] The IFP, who vowed not to return to the CA 
until the mediation issue has been settled, today said the 
party would reject the draft constitution. 


[IFP Secretary General Ziba Jiyane] The constitution of 
the country that does not have the input of the IFP, as 
we stated long ago, will not be recognized by he IFP. 


[Van Zyl] Referring to yesterday’s meeting between the 
ANC and the IFP on mediation, Mr. Ramaphosa said he 
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hoped the new developments would see the IFP back in 
the CA soon. [end recording] 


Nzo Rejects Proliferation Treaty Allegations 


MB2505164395 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South African Foreign Affairs 
Minister Alfred Nzo says that South Africa had not 
voted for the indefinite extension of the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty because of alleged American pres- 
sure and the promise of a $300-million World Bank 
loan. Mr. Nzo said in Parliament in Cape Town that al- 
Jegations that South Africa had been rewarded with the 
loan after it had favored the extension of the treaty were 
without substance. 


Formal Protest Issued Over Chinese Nuclear Test 


MB2505141695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1329 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 25 SAPA — 
Representatives of the Chinese Centre for South African 
Studies received a formal protest from the South African 
Government on Thursday [25 May] over China’s recent 
underground nuclear test, a Foreign Ministry statement 
said. 


Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Aziz Pahad told the 
Senate earlier on Thursday South Africa had conveyed 
its concern to China about the test, conducted three 
days after the United Nations nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty review conference. 


In the absence of formal diplomatic links with the coun- 
try, the Foreign Ministry had summoned the Chinese 
Centre to receive the protest, the statement added. 


The government said it regretted the Chinese nuclear 
test and was of the opinion that it undermined the 
successful efforts at reaching consensus on the extension 
of the global nuclear pact. 


"This was made worse by China’s active participation 
in the negotiations at the current conference on disar- 
mament in Geneva for a Comprehensive Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty (CNTBT)." 


Included in the South African inspired “Declaration of 
Principles and Obligations for nuclear Non-Proliferation 
and Disarmament" — adopted unanimously at the 
conference — had been a call for the conclusion of a 
CNTBT. 


The five declared nuclear states — France, United 
States, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and the 
People’s Republic of China — had agreed to exercise 
"the utmost restraint” in nuclear testing. 
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The South African Government had therefore urged 
China to join the other nuclear weapon states in a 
moratorium on further testing and to work toward 
completing the CNTBT by the end of next year. 


Ambassador Says U.S. Aid Still Needed 


MB2505200995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1949 GMT 25 May 95 


[Report by Neil Lurssen] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Washington May 25 SAPA 
— South Africa is open for business, with guaranteed 
investment opportunities, but the country still needs 
financial aid to repair the destruction of apartheid, 
Ambassador to the United States Franklin Sonn told an 
aid conference in Washington on Thursday [25 May]. 


"Now that we have struggled for and achieved our 
liberation we are not prepared to assume a begging 
position,” Mr. Sonn said at a meeting of the Association 
of Third World Affairs. 


South Africa had devised an internal "Marshall Plan", 
the government’s Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gramme, and believed its success would mean success 
for southern Africa. It had the potential to play a fun- 
damental role in an "African renaissance”. 


"We can guarantee good and secure investment oppor- 
tunities at very reasonable prices within an environment 
in which any world-class commercial or industrial en- 
trepreneur will feel comfortable," Mr Sonn said. 


However, financial support was needed for the rebuild- 
ing of factories, staff training and social investment. 


His speech comes at a time when foreign aid is under 
close scrutiny by Congress and is likely to be cut, 
especially aid to Africa which is widely perceived in 
the United States to be a waste of taxpayers’ money. 


South Africa receives most U.S. aid to Africa. Its current 
allocation of R2.19 billion [rands] over three years is not 
expected to be reduced, but the future is uncertain. 


To US. critics, Mr Sonn said South Africa did not 
expect aid without offering returns. Some returns would 
be hard dividends and others would be less easy to 
measure in the short term. 


South Africans had a business-like approach to aid, he 
said, preferring assistance that was empowering and 
promoted self-respect rather than that which developed 
a culture of dependence and entitlement. 


The U.S., as the world’s only "super-power", had an 
inescapable responsibility for global welfare, he argued. 
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Direct aid to Africa cost each U.S. family R11 a year 
and this generated economic growth which allowed 
Africa to spend R16 billion on U.S. goods and services 
annually, Mr Sonn said. 


"Of every dollar that goes to South Africa four are 
returned to your country by way of trade, new business, 
goods and services." 


U.S. firms doing business in South Africa rose from 
189 in 1992 to more than 500 this year and between R7 
billion and R11 billion in small investments had found 
their way to South Africa. 


"We are currently working very hard at attracting larger 
investments and capital investment projects," Mr Sonn 
said. "We are confident of success." 


Deal Worth 78 Million Rand Signed With Australia 


MB2505123195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1156 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 25 SAPA 
— South Africa and Australia on Thursday signed an 
agreement on a thres-year development co-operation 
programme worth R78 million [rands}. 


Visiting Australian Foreign Minister Gareth Evans, who 
signed the agreement with Minister Without Portfo- 
lio Jay Naidoo, said the programme would focus on 
technical co-operation to promote good governance and 
democratisation, human resources development and pro- 
vision of basic needs to disadvantaged groups. The 
agreement would result in partnerships between South 
African and Australian institutions in sectors such as 
health, education, water management, telecommunica- 
tions, housing and constitutional development. 


"We see this agreement as adding value in areas 
where Australian expertise can be harnessed." Senator 
Evans is visiting South Africa as part of an eight- 
nation trip to promote dialogue and co-operation in the 
Indian Ocean region. "We need to generate ideas on 
economic and security co-operation, on dialogue and 
confidence-building measures and on common strategies 
on transnational issues, such as narcotics, terrorism, the 
environment and refugees." 


He said although some countries had opposed security 
co-operation at an Indian Ocean rim meeting in Mauri- 
tius in march, his talks with government leaders in the 
region had "helped to bring about understanding and a 
greater degree of comfort". Australia envisaged security 
co-operation in areas such as information exchange on 
maritime surveillance, jo'nt military exercises and train- 
ing. Conflict management aid resolution was not on the 
agenda. 


FBIS-AFR-95-102 
26 May 1995 


Senator Evans said while it was generally acknowledged 
that Australia, South Africa and India would be the 
"main economic engines” of any Indian Ocean alliance, 
small states in the region had not expressed any fears 
of domination. He said all aspects of Indian Ocean rim 
co-operation would be discussed at a major meetiug in 
Perth, West Australia from June 11 to 13. Businessmen, 
academics and government officials from 29 countries 
in the region will attend the forum, which will also 
consider the establishment of an Indian Ocean business 
forum and a formal network for academic exchange. 


Mandela Plans Jericho, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv Visits 


MB2305184295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1021 GMT 23 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Cape Town May 23 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela on Tuesday [23 May] 
welcomed Israel’s decision to suspend its plans to 
confiscate land in Arab East Jerusalem for Jewish 
settlements. Speaking after receiving the credentials 
of Palestinian Ambassador Salmane el-Herfi [name as 
received] at Tuynhuys, he said he was pleased that the 
plan — a major threat to the Israeli- Arab peace initiative 
— had been shelved. "I am happy that this most recent 
incident, which threatened to undermine and even break 
the successes in Palestine, has been ironed out." 


Mr Mandela said he planned to visit Jericho, Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv soon. A proposed visit in February last 
year had to be postponed due to "setbacks" in the mul- 
tiparty negotiation process which preceded democratic 
elections in April. 


"This is one of my happiest moments to welcome a 
fellow freedom fighter. The support which the PLO gave 
to the ANC during very difficult times is a source of 
tremendous inspiration. Our victory is your victory," he 
told Mr el-Herfi. [passage omitted] 


Agreement Reached on Civil Service Salaries 


MB2605125995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1236 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 26 SAPA — 
The Public Service Bargaining Council’s central cham- 
ber had reached agreement on civil service salaries, Pub- 
lic Service and Administration acting Minister Sankie 
Mthembi-Nkondo said on Friday [26 May]. 


Agreement came on Wednesday after 10 months of 
negotiation, she said in a statement. In terms of the 
agreement, the five lowest salary notches up to R13,200 
[rands}] a year would get a 22 per cent increase, back- 
dated to April 1. Certain lower paid workers would 
get an additional improvement effective from July 1. 
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Those earning between R13,200 and R24,630 would get 
variable increases up to 20 per cent, effective from July 
1. Those with salaries between R24,630 and R107,019 
would get a five per cent increment, with four per cent 
for those earning between R107,019 and R126,411. No 
increases would be given to civil servants earning above 
R126,411, a category which includes chief directors, 
director-generals and deputy director-generals. 


Ms Mthembi-Nkondo said an understanding had been 
reached thai the state urgently address participation of 
women in the government housing subsidy scheme. Ad- 
justments to regulations governing this would have to 
be negotiated in the central chamber during this finan- 
cial year. An improvement plan for the public service 
included extendii.g housing subsidies to unmarried em- 
ployees without dependents. It also included an exten- 
sion of night duty allowances and the introduction of 
a uniform night duty tariff. R31 million had been set 
aside to meet overtime payments. 


Mr Mthembi-Nkondo said employee organisations had 
taken note of the state’s commitment to scale down 
the service. Both government and these organisations 
had committed themselves to improving productivity. 
The improvements, part of a three-year programme to 
improve service conditions, would be partially funded 
by reducing the state’s contribution ratio to pensions. 


She said the R25,000 million allocated to improve 
service conditions had proved insufficient to meet 
the urgent needs which surfaced during negotiations. 
With the government acting under severe financial 
constraints, the only workable option was to reduce 
government’s pension fund contributions in the current 
financial year. Government had given a guarantee that 
present and future benefits would not be adversely 
affected. It was bound by an agreement to increase 
pension funding in future, Ms Mthembi-Nkondo said. 


Proposal for Afrikaner Homeland Detailed 
MB2605093295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0905 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 26 SAPA 
— Proposals for an Afrikaner volkstaat [homeland] 
stretching from Middelburg in the Eastern Transvaal to 
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Klerksdorp in the North-West, plus several "autonomous 
areas" with limited Afrikaner self-government, were 
released by the Volkstaat council on Friday (26 May]. 


The proposals are in the council’s first report, a 110- 
page document handed to President Nelson Mandela 
on Thursday. The Volkstaat would include Pretoria, 
Krugersdorp, Sasolburg, Ventersdorp, Rustenburg, Wit- 
bank and Secunda. 


Pretoria suburbs such as Brooklyn, Waterkloof, 
Laudium and Mamelodi would be exluded from the 
Volkstaat because they did not have an Afrikaner 
majority. 


In the Volkstaat, Afrikaners would enjoy the right 
to govern themselves and elect their own rulers. The 
territory could function as a "federated unit within the 
rest of the Republic,” the report said. 


Because Afrikaners were dispersed throughout South 
Africa, they could not all be accommodated in the 
Volkstaat. "The right to self-determination for these 
(other) concentrations of Afrikaners should be realised 
in autonomous zreas in which the Afrikaner is given 
limited original legislative and executive powers,” it 
said. 


Constitutionally and jurisdically these areas would con- 
tinue to form part of existing provinces. The report iden- 
tified seven possible "autonomous areas”. 


They included the towns ot Swellendam; Oudtshoorn, 
Mossel Bay and George; Humansdorp, Uitenhage and 
Despatch; Kimberley, Bloemfontien and Orania; Er- 
melo, Standerton and Newcastle; Belfast, Lydenburg 
and Phalaborwa, and Pietersburg, Ellisras and Thabaz- 
imbi. 

Afrikaner powers in these areas would relate to culture, 
media and education, as well as economic, financial, 
community, social and health matters. When he received 
the report from Volkstaat council Chairman Johann 
Wingaard on Thursday, President Mandela said he was 
prepared to compromise on the Volkstaat issue. 


The council has invited public comment on its propos- 
als. 
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Angola 


UNITA Leader Meets Government Envoys in 
Bailundo 


MB2505193795 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) The Angolan peace process is 
on the right track. This was revealed in Bailundo to- 
day, where Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, president of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of An- 
gola [UNITA], received the leaders of the government 
delegation to the Joint Commission. Olinda Kulanda is 
in Bailundo and has further details. 


Here in Bailundo today, UNITA President Dr. Jonas 
Malheiro Savimbi received Faustino Muteka and Hig- 
ino Carneiro, leaders of the government delegation to 
the Joint Commission. During the two-hour meeting, 
Muteka delivered a message from President Jose Ed- 
uardo dos Santos to Savimbi, as well as some proposals 
connected with practical aspects of the peace process. 
President Savimbi met privately with the leaders of the 
government delegation to the Joint Commission for an 
hours. No information about the meeting was revealed 
to the press, but it is thought the meeting dealt with is- 
sues connected to the peace process. 


Santos Sends Message to Savimbi 


MB2505124895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Angolan head of state Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos has sent two envoys to Bailundo to 
deliver a message to, and for talks with, Jonas Savimbi, 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] leader. The two envoys are Minister Without 
Portfolio Fernando Faustino Muteka and Deputy Min- 
ister Without Portfolio Higino Carneiro. 


President’s office spokesman Aldemiro Vaz da Conce- 
icao said that in his message, President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos conveys to the UNITA leader his desire to 
see pending military problems rapidly settled in terms of 
the Lusaka accord and their recent meeting in Lusaka. 


Aldemiro da Conceicao also said that in his message 
the Angolan head of state referred to political measures 
that could be taken. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, Isaias Samakuva, head of the UNITA team 
to the Joint Commission, also left for Bailundo this 
morning to brief UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi on the 
Angolan peace process’ latest developments. [passage 
omitted] 
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Presidential Envoys Return, Comment 


MB2505200395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos today sent Faustino Muteka and Higino Carneiro 
to Huambo. President Santos and Jonas Savimbi, leader 
of the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA], exchanged messages. [passage 
omitted] 


The question of another Santos-Savimbi meeting was 
discussed at the Huambo meeting, although not at 
length. After he returned to Luanda, Carneiro said such 
a meeting will not be held right away because there are 
other issues on the agenda. 


[Begin recording] [Carneiro] We discussed political 
issues. There will be other practical elemenis that could 
lead to such a meeting, but right now it is difficult to 
elaborate. 


[Unidentified correspondent] What is the meaning of 
this exchange of messages? 


[Carneiro] It has been a good initiative. As close 
assistants to President Santos, we will encourage this 
type of ini‘iative. 


[Correspondent] Did you discuss the upcoming Joint 
Commission meeting in Negage? 


[Carneiro] Yes, because it was UNITA that proposed 
the meeting. That means it was Dr. Savimbi who took 
the initiative. 


[Correspondent] What is the meaning of the meeting in 
Negage? 


[Carneiro] It is a good sign. Because it is a UNITA 
proposal, it means there are good intentions behind it. 
It fits within the framework of the Lusaka Protocol. 


[Correspondent] Are you referring to the second phase 
of the Lusaka Protocol — namely, the confinement of 
troops and disarmament? 


[Carneiro] Precisely. We are dealing with that issue be- 
cause the first phase of the protocol has been completed. 
[end recording] 


Santos, Savimbi Said To Meet at Frontline 
Conference 


MB2605080895 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The upcoming meeting of Front- 
line heads of state and government is scheduled to 
take place in June. Reports have it that Luanda will be 
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the venue. African diplomatic sources say the Frontline 
heads of state predict certain national reconciliation for 
Angola and, to that end, have proposed a solution sim- 
ilar to that found for South Africa. Those sources also 
expect the meeting between His Excellency Dr. Jonas 
Malheiro Savimbi, National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola president, and Angolan President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos to take place at the same time. 


Namibian Forces Reportedly Invade Cunene 
Province 


MB2505160995 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A convoy of six South African- 
made Casspir armored cars, carrying a number of 
Nc nibian Defense Forces’ troops, invaded Angola be- 
tween the 35-and 36-kilometer markers [as heard] and 
advanced to within six kilometers southeast of Ionde 
Commune, in Cunene Province, on 16 May. According 
to the military command of the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] in Cunene, the 
invading Namibian forces massacred many civilians and 
killed 20 head of cattle. The UNITA military command 
said that the convoy’s objective is to join the Angolan 
Armed Forces stationed at Ndova in order to increase 
savage attacks against civilians. 


Lesotho 


Police Release MP; Signs of Torture Reported 


MB2505185895 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 May 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In Lesotho, of late, a number of 
MPs have been picked up for no apparent reason. Last 
week, one was hauled in briefly for questioning, and 
yesterday his colleague, Ntja Nchochoba, was detained, 
held overnight, and is now back at his home. Our 
correspondent, Candy Ramanoene, went to see him, and 
on the line to Maseru, Robin White asked him what the 
MP had had to say about his experience in custody: 


[Begin recording] [Ramanoene] Well, when I went to 
his house to see him, he was in a very bad shape. He 
was even asking to be taken to the doctor, because he 
wanted to see the doctor badly. He did not have much 
to say, because he said the National Security Police who 
had taken him had warned him not to say anything to 
the media, otherwise his life will be in danger. 


[White] So, you say he was in bad shape. But what had 
happened to him? 
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[Ramanoene] I understand the man was tortured, but he 
would not say that to me. He refused to say he was 
tortured, but you could see he was. 


[White] I mean, how could you see that? 


[Ramanoene}] Because he could not sit down steadily. 
Actually, his right arm was sort of numb. 


[White] Did he give you any indication at all as to why 
he might have been picked up? 


[Ramanoene] He said the police — he said they were 
questioning him in connection with the arms which were 
found in this country early in the month. It is understood 
that the arms, the guns, the rocket launchers and things, 
and ammunition were thought to be belonging to one 
South African liberation movement. It is not clear how 
they ended up getting into Lesotho. 


[White] What did he say about that charge? 


[Ramanoene] He said it is not true; he doesn’t know 
anything about them. 


[White] Where in fact were these arms discovered? 


[Ramanoene] They were somewhere found in the out- 
skirts of the capital, Maseru, and some were found at 
Leribe, which is a town some 85 km north of the capi- 
tal, Maseru. 


[White] You say arms belonging to one of the South 
African liberation movements. Which one? 


[Ramanoene] Azanian People’s Liberation. That is what 
they are saying. 


[White]) The PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress]. 
[Ramanoene] The PAC, yes. 


[White] And what did they want to be moving them into 
Lesotho for? 


[Ramanoene] That is what the police are all going about, 
questioning people, wanting to know exactly why those 
arms were brought into Lesotho. Nobody seems to know 
so far, because the first MP said he doesn’t know, and 
this one says he knows nothing about them, as well. 


[White] So, the first MP was arrested for the same 
reason, was he? 


[Ramanoene] So we learned. 


[White] How many people, all in all, have been picked 
up in connection with this arms find? 


[Ramanoene] It is close to 10 now. [end recording] 
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Madagascar 


Assembly Decides on Three-Tier Local Government 


FEA2305195095 Antananarivo Radio Nationale 
Malagasy Network in Malagasy 
1600 GMT 22 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The minister of the interior 
and decentralization, flanked by his close aides, today 
held a news conference which started at 1000 and ended 
at 1315. Interior Minister Charles Clement Severin 
briefed the journalists on the 10 laws which govern 
regional collectivities and decentralization. 


Eight of the laws have already been approved by the 
High Constitutional Court, one of them has already 
been passed by the National Assembly, and another has 
already been submitted to the National Assembly. It is 
now known that the new local government structure will 
have three tiers. There will be 28 regions, replacing six 
provinces; 158 departments to replace the prefectures 
or subprefectures; and 1,278 communes, which will 
replace the 1,252 counties. 


As the funds needed are not available, elections at these 
three levels cannot all be held this year. Only communal 
elections, along with those for councillors for regional 
assemblies, will be held on 17 September 1995. [passage 
omitted] 


The government opted initially for a two-tier structure 
when it submitted a first bill to the National Assembly, 
but the MPs have finally decided on a three-tier struc- 
ture. 


Malawi 


Government Pushes 39,000 Mozambicans To Go 
Home 


MB2405183695 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 24 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Malawian Government 
says it wants the remaining 39,000 Mozambican 
refugees in Malawi to return home. It said all refugees 
who failed to return will face a cut in food aid and other 
assistance. Mozambicans are accused of increasing 
crime in Malawi due to the AK-47 assault rifles they 
brought from Mozambique. 
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Zambia 


‘Fierce’ Opposition to Rescue uf Meridien Bank 


MB2405182995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 24 May 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Zambian Government is 
running into fierce opposition over its plans to rescue the 
Zambia branch of the Meridien Bank Biao International. 
The bank has been running into problems in a number of 
African countries but when it collapsed in Zambia, the 
government stepped in with a rescue plan last Friday 
[19 May] which involves its merger with the state- 
run Zambia National Commercial Bank. The merger 
plan has angered politicians and economists alike. From 
Lusaka, Jowie Mwiinga faxed this report. 


Opposition parties have ganged up with economists to 
try and frustrate the government’s engineered merger, 
which they say is likely to lead to a run on the National 
Commercial Bank. Humphrey Mulemba, president of 
the opposition National Party, is to lobby MP’s to 
call for an emergency session of the House to block 
the merger. The National Party also feels that Finance 
Minister Ronald Penza has handled the saga badly 
and wants him sacked. Already there is evidence that 
a major run on the bank could be possible. Scores 
of panicking customers besieged national commercial 
outlets this morning desperate to withdraw their savings. 
By midday, some branches had run out of cash and had 
to find it elsewhere to pay off their depositors. Analysts 
says that unless savers’ worries are calmed, the run on 
the bank could cause a severe liquidity crisis. 


Meanwhile, Western donoxs are said to be displeased 
with the government’s decision to pump some 8.5 bil- 
lion kwacha into the Meridien Bank last month, a de- 
cision they had advised against. The government’s sud- 
den decision to close the Meridien Bank last Friday was 
apparently the result of a sustained donor pressure. Yes- 
terday, the government announced the dismissal of the 
managing director of the National Commercial Bank, 
James Ngoma. Several other members of the commer- 
cial bank have also been dropped in a (?restructuring) 
exercise ahead of the merger. 
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Ghana 


Gunshots, Tear Gas Used To Disperse 
Demonstrators 


AB2505213395 Paris AFP in French 
1839 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kumasi (Ghana), 25 May (AFP) 
— The police today fired in the air and threw tear 
gas grenades to disperse demonstrators who erected 
barricades in Kumasi (200 km northeast of Accra) 
following a protest march organized by the opposition in 
the city. The security forces did not report any casualties 
as a result of the operation. 


Calm seemed to have returned early in the evening, 
according to the AFP correspondent there. Some 7,000 
demonstrators marched in the morning to demand the 
cancellation of the value-added tax — a consumer tax 
— introduced by the Ghanaian Government in March. 


President Rawlings on Social Stability, Growth 


AB2305121395 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
0600 GMT 23 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant J.J. Rawlings, has reminded African trade unions 
that it is only when all complex factors for social devel- 
opment operate in relative harmony and equilibrium that 
African nations can achieve social stability and growth. 
This was contained in a speech read on his behalf by a 
member of the Council of State, C.K. Dewornu, at the 
opening of the 6th ordinary congress of the Organiza- 
tion of African Trade Union Unity [OATUU] in Accra 
yesterday. 


President Rawlings warned that social instability will 
drive away investment with the consequent loss of 
jobs, while at the same time dissatisfied workers will 
create social disorder. It is therefore necessary for trade 
unions and governments to work hand-in-hand to seek 
a balance between the legitimate rights and needs of 
workers, and the creation of conditions conducive to 
more job generation. 


President Rawlings noted that in most African countries 
organized labor was the vanguard of the struggle 
for independence, but today the struggle is against 
unemployment and poverty. He, therefore, called on 
trade unions in Africa to assist their governments to 
break the cycle of poverty binding the continent so that 
purposeful development can be achieved. 


President Rawlings called on trade unions to be objec- 
tive and honest to admit that many government orga- 
nizations in the country have become overbloated with 
nonproductive job holders through nepotism and politi- 
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cal influence. This, he said, is the major contributive fac- 
tor to the decline of economies of many African coun- 
tries. 


The ILO [International Labor Organization] regional 
director for Africa, E.G. Mabere, said while countries 
of southern Africa are now enjoying relative peace and 
political stability, the picture still appears bleak in other 
subregions, and called for serious efforts, particularly 
by workers, to force the warlords in the conflict areas 
to make peace. 


On the economic front, Mr. Mabere noted that the struc- 
tural adjustment program forced on Afiican govern- 
ments by donors in the wake of the economic reforms, 
have led to the lowering of the living standards to un- 
acceptable levels. He was of the view that OATUU, 
which enjoys the considerable influence with govern- 
ments and the donor community, must ensure that all 
economic reform programs are initiated with the wealth 
of the ordinary people as the main focus. The theme 
of the congress is employment, trade union rights, and 
social stability. 


Nigeria 


Public Urged To Shun Opposition Strike Call 


AB2405205395 Paris AFP in English 
1634 GMT 24 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, May 24 (AFP) — 
Nigeria’s military-backed regime Wednesday [24 May] 
called on the public to ignore what it described as an 
opposition strike call, following reports three opposition 
leaders had been arrested in the previous few days. 


The government newspaper DAILY TIMES quoted 
defense ministry spokesman General Fred Chijuka as 
saying the National Democratic Coalition (Nadeco) had 
called for a confrontation with General Sani Abacha’s 
regime, but that people should go about their daily 
business. "Only a stupid man would take a chance 
on risking his life (participating in demonstrations)" 
in the run-up to June 12 — the second anniverary of 
the military’s cancelling presidential elections — the 
newspaper quoted him as saying in a front-page story. 


Nadeco has launched a bid to alert public opinion to 
what it calls a worsening state of the nation since the 
military voided the election held on June 12, 1993, 
which wealthy Moslem businessman Moshood Abiola 
was widely believed to have won. 


Last year Nadeco, backed by several trade unions, 
launched a major protest movement in a bid to force the 
military to relinquish power and bring back democracy. 
But the military responded with a crackdown. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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A radical group formed recently by lawyer and op- 
position figure Ghani Fawehinmi said that despite the 
regime's threats, they would mark June 12 with a 
demonstration here to demand Abiola’s release from 
prison, the daily P.M. News reported Wednesday. 


Abiola was arrested last June and is imprisoned in the 
federal capital Abuja on treason charges. 


However another opposition leader and founder Nadeco 
member, Chief Anthony Enahoro, denounced in the 
press Wednesday what he called the regime’s "Nadeco- 
phobia" and denied his movement was preparing to 
foment demonstrations or disorder in Nigeria. 


Three leading opposition figures have been arrested 
since Friday. 


They are: Nadeco general secretary Olawale Oshun, ar- 
rested in Lagos on Friday, Joe Okei of the Campaign for 
Democracy (CD), the militant wing of the opposition, 
arrested Monday in the central town of Ilorin, and Femi 
Falana, president of the National Association of Nige- 
rian Pro-Democratic Lawyers, arrested here Tuesday. 


General Abacha seized power in November 1993 from 
a short-lived unelected civilian administration. That 
government was set up by previous junta leader, General 
Ibrahim Babangida, who stepped down in August 1993, 
two months after voiding the presidential poll. The 
military cited irregularities, even though international 
observers deemed the poll free and fair. 


Rights Activist Explains Reasons for Arrest 


AB2505200895 Paris AFP in French 
1839 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Lagos, 25 May (AFP) — 
Lawyer Femi Falana, a well-known human rights ac- 
tivist, who was arrested on 23 May in his office and re- 
leased seven hours later, was interrogated by the police 
on an alleged opposition demonstration plan to com- 
memorate the annulment of the results of the June 1993 
presidential election, Mr. Falana told AFP today. 


Mr. Falana was interrogated on his activities within the 
Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People [MOSOP] 
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which defends the interests of the Ogoni community 
in the southern Rivers State known for its abundant 
oil reserves. He was also interrogated on his activities 
within the Nigeria Medical Doctors Association. 


In his telephone call, Mr. Falana pointed out that he 
was arrested in his office on 23 May by the police 
and then released seven hours later. He is currently 
defending MOSOP activists accused of killing four 
Ogonis on 21 May 1994. "In fact, I was getting ready 
to go to Port Harcourt in the southeast for the trial 
of MOSOP activists when I was arrested," Mr. Falana 
pointed out, adding that the police did not mistreat him. 
Mr. Falana, who is chairman of the National Association 
of Democratic Lawyers and deputy chairman of the 
Committee for the Defense of Human Rights, is one 
of the main opponents to the Nigerian military regime. 


Sierra Leone 


Rebels Attack Diamond Area, Abduct Residents 


AB2305163095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 23 May 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The diamond District of 
Kono appears to have become the latest target of the 
RUF [Revolutionary United Front] rebels in Sierra 
Leone. Recent attacks come at a time when things 
are looking increasingly dangerous for the Lebanese 
community in Sierra Leone, many of whom are in the 
diamond industry. Victor Silver reports in this telex 
from Freetown: [passage omitted] 


National radio has given details of the latest rebel 
attacks on the diamond-rich area of Kono. Reports 
say the rebels attacked the towns of Number Six and 
Tombudu over the weekend, forcing residents to flee in 
panic. In the attack on Tombudu, six miles from Koidu, 
rebels went on the rampage and burned several houses 
to the ground. Eye-witnesses spoke of seeing bodies 
scattered all over the area. National radio also says 
that three Lebanese businessmen and scores of Sierra 
Leoneans were abducted by the rebels. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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